HALSTEAD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

FOR  1'HE 

FIRST  DIVISION  OF  THE  DISTRICT, 

For  the  Year  ended  31st  December,  1907. 


Chicken  Pox. 


Diphtheria. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (NOTIFICATION)  ACT,  1889. 
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Erysipelas. 
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Percival,  Mrs.  William, 

aged  47  years, 
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Beard,  Mrs.  John, 
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Earls  Colne. 

Chicken  Pox  has  ceased  to  be  a notifiable  disease.  The  Diphtheria 
cases  were  a continuance  of  a slight  epidemic  started  in  Earls  Colne,  in 
November,  1906.  They  were  all  isolated  and  nursed  at  home.  The 
Scarlet  Fever  case  was  a sporadic  one,  and  it  was  not  quite  clear  how  he 
contracted  it.  There  was  ample  accommodation  for  isolating  the  case  at 
home. 

In  the  Diphtheria  cases  and  the  Scarlet  Fever  case,  the  Cottages  were 
all  fumigated  by  the  Inspector  on  the  recovery  of  the  patients. 

Zymotic  Case  Rate.  The  ZyniDtic  case  rate  was  2' 1 2 per  thousand  of  population  estimated  to 
middle  of  1 907, 

In  conjunction  with  Mr.  Cross  (Sanitary  Inspector),  I have  completed 
the  inspection  of  Earls  Colne,  a portion  of  White  Colne,  and  Colne 
Engaine.  Notes  on  inspection  are  recorded  in  the  Inspector’s  Journal, 
which  is  produced  at  each  meeting  of  the  Council. 

Two  Labourer’s  Cottages  have  been  built  at  Little  Maplestead,  and  the 
drinking  water  is  obtainable  at  Maplestead  Hall  adjoining.  A Lodge  at 
Sloe  House  erected  and  a well  sunk,  the  water  from  which,  upon  analysis, 
is  satisfactory.  A House  has  been  erected  at  High  Garrett  called  Gosfield 
Eaves,  a well  sunk  and  the  water  is  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Council  has  sunk  a public  Well  at  Colne  Ford  Hill,  Earls  Colne, 
yielding  a thousand  gallons  a day,  intended  to  supply  the  residents  in 
Bridge  Street.  The  Council  is  seriously  considering  the  water  supply  of 
the  district,  and  a scheme  is  under  consideration  for  utilizing  the  Roman 
spring  at  the  Tile  Kiln  Farm  for  the  supply  of  Holt  Street. 


Systematic 

Inspection. 


Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes 
Act,  1890. 


Earls  Colne 
Water  Supply. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds, 
and  Milkshops 
Order. 


The  Dairies  and  Cowshed  have  all  been  inspected.  Nine  have  been 
renovated  and  put  in  order  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Bye-Laws, 
and  the  remainder  will  follow  in  due  course.  One  Dairyman  has  been 


added  to  the  Register. 


Bake  = houses  and  The  Bake-houses  and  Slaughter-houses  of  the  District  have  all  been 
Slaughter  = houses.  . r . 

inspected  and  round  in  proper  order. 


Factory  and  These  have  all  been  inspected  and  are  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Workshops  Act. 

Births.  During  the  year,  99  births  were  registered,  of  which  56  were  males  and 

43  females.  Four  illegitimate  births  were  registered.  The  birth  rate  was 
21.05  Per  thousand  of  population  estimated  to  middle  of  1907.  The 
number  of  birth  registered  in  1906  was  88,  and  in  1905,  96.  The  births 
were  distributed  amongst  the  various  parishes  as  follows  : Halstead 
(Rural)  12  ; Earls  Colne,  43  ; White  Colne,  9 ; Colne  Engaine,  16  ; 
Pebmarsh,  5 ; Little  Maplestead,  6 ; and  Gosfield,  8. 

Deaths.  1 )uring  the  year  51  deaths  were  registered,  (excluding  4 in  the  Union 

Workhouse,  Halstead,  one  in  the  Halstead  Cottage  Hospital  and  one  in 
the  Colchester  Hospital,  belonging  to  the  District),  32  being  males  and  19 
females.  The  corrected  death  rate  was  1 2 ' 1 2 per  thousand  of  population 
estimated  to  middle  of  1907.  Trie  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1906. 
was  51,  and  in  1905,  51.  The  deaths  were  distributed  in  the  various 
parishes  as  follows  : Halstead  (Rural),  9 plus  2 in  Workhouse  ; Earls 
Colne,  20  plus  1 in  Workhouse  and  one  in  the  Colchester  Hospital  ; 
White  Colne,  1 ; Colne  Engaine,  5 ; Pebmarsh,  6 ; Little  Maplestead, 
3 plus  1 in  Cottage  Hospital  ; and  Gosfield,  7. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate.  The  Zymotic  death  rate  was  0.21  per  thousand  of  population  estimated 
to  middle  of  1907  and  is  very  satisfactory.  It  consisted  of  one  death  from 
Diphtheria  in  a child  15  months  old. 


Infant  Death  Rate.  The  Infant  death  rate  was  80,  and  is  measured  by  the  proportion'of  deaths 
of  Infants  under  one  year  to  births  registered  and  is  expressed  as  so  many 
per  thousand  births.  This  year  it  included  one  from  premature  birth,  two 
from  Heart  disease  (congenital)  one  from  Acute  Cellulitis,  one  from 
Bronchitis,  one  from  Inanition,  one  from  Meningitis  and  one  from 
Jaundice.  It  is  satisfactory  as  the  bulk  were  congenital  and  therefore 
unavoidable.  The  Infant  death-rate  for  the  County  of  Essex  for  1906 
was  1 1 5. 

Causes  of  Death.  Four  deaths  were  due  to  Pulmonary  Phthisis  ; three  to  Chest  affections 
(Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis)  ; 6 to  Cancer  ; 10  to  Heart  Disease  ; 1 to 
Cerebal  hoemorrhage  ; and  33  to  all  other  diseases. 

Eight  were  those  of  Children  under  1 year  ; 5 between  1 and  5 years  of 
age  ; 2 between  5 and  15  years  of  age  ; 2 between  15  and  25  years  of 
age;  16  between  25  and  65  years  of  age  and  24  were  over  65  years  of 
age. 

One  death  in  a child,  aged  1 year  and  5 months,  was  due  to  burns 
accidentally  caused  ; one  death  in  a man,  aged  72  years,  was  due  to  injury 
to  pelvis  and  bladder  caused  by  being  run  over  by  a cart  ; one  death  in  a 
man  was  due  to  suicide  by  drowning  while  insane  ; one  death,  at  84,  was 
due  to  injury  to  skull  and  brain  caused  by  a fall  from  a load  of  straw. 
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The  causes  of  the  remainder  of  the  deaths  need  no  comment  from  me, 
nearly  one  half  having  attained,  and  in  many  cases  exceeded,  sixty-five 
years  of  age. 


The  natural  increase  of  population  was  42. 

Table  I.  (annexed) 

Contains  Vital  Statistics  of  whole  district  during  1907  and  previous  years. 

Table  II.  (annexed) 

Contains  Vital  Statistics  of  separate  localities  in  1907  and  previous  years. 

Table  III.  (annexed) 

Contains  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1907. 

Table  IV.  (annexed) 

Contains  causes  of,  and  ages  at,  death  during  the  year  1907. 

Table  V.  (annexed) 

Contains  Infantile  mortality  during  the  year  1907. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Halstead  Rural  District  Council. 


Systematic 

Inspection. 


Infectious  Diseases 
Notification. 


Other  Infectious 
Diseases. 


Isolation  Hospital. 
Water  Supply. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  of  HEALTH 

FOR  THE 

Second  Division  of  the  District 

For  the  Year  ended  December  31st,  1907. 

Systematic  inspections  have  been  made  of  portions  of  Castle 
and  Sible  Hedingham,  and  Great  Yeldham  and  Toppesfield. 

There  has  been  a remarkable  freedom  from  notifiable  diseases 
during  the  past  year  The  only  cases  reported  have  been  two  of 
Scarlet  Fever  and  four  of  Erysipelas.  One  case  of  Sc  rrlet  Fever 
in  March  at  Great  Maplestead  ; the  source  of  infec  ion  was  not 
traced.  One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  November  at  Castle 
Hedingham  ; infection  was  brought  from  Earls  Colne.  Both  these 
cases  were  isolated  at  home,  and  the  houses  fumigated  by  the 
Inspector  on  the  termination  of  the  disease. 

Three  of  the  cases  of  Erysipelas  occurred  in  Sible  Hedingham 
in  January,  April,  and  July,  and  one  in  Little  Yeldham  in  Decembe.. 

Chicken  Pox  has  been  removed  from  the  list  of  notifiable 
diseases. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  Whooping  Cough  was 
prevalent  in  Stambourne,  where  two  deaths  were  attributed  to  this 
disease,  A number  of  cases  also  occurred  in  Toppesfield  and  Great 
Yeldham. 

No  case  has  been  admitted  during  the  year. 

A new  well  has  been  sunk  at  Craigs  End,  Stambourne,  42  feet 
deep,  from  which  a good  supply  of  wholesome  water  is  obtained. 

In  Toppesfield  village  the  well  has  been  cleaned  out,  repaired, 
and  protected,  and  a new  pump  fixed. 

At  Meads  Farm  a new  well  has  been  sunk  by  the  owner  for  the 
use  of  the  house  and  dairy,  and  a plentiful  supply  of  good  water 
obtained. 

At  Castle  Hedingham  the  well  at  the  Police  Station  has  been 
cleaned  out,  repaired,  and  thoroughly  protected. 

Nearly  all  the  sources  of  public  supply  are  now  protected  from 
surface  contamination. 


Drainage. 


Insanitary 

Dwellings. 


Overcrowding. 


Elementary 

Schools. 


Factory  & Work 
shops  Acts,  1901. 


Bakehouses. 


Dairies  and  Cow- 
sheds. 


At  Castle  Hedingham  the  main  sewer  ditch  has  been  cleaned 
out  from  the  river  to  the  hop  ground.  Other  sewer  ditches  have 
been  cleaned  out  several  times  during  the  year. 

At  the  Police  Station  a new  drain  has  been  connected  with  the 
sewer,  old  dead  well  done  away  with,  and  the  old  drains  recon- 
structed, a new  manhole  constructed  and  ventilating  shaft  fixed. 

At  Sible  Hedingham  the  osier  ground  sewer  ditch  is  in  cou~-^ 
of  being  cleaned  out  from  the  river  to  the  sewer  outfall  at  the 
septic  tank. 

At  Ridgewell  the  sewer  ditches  have  been  cleaned  out. 

At  Great  Yeldham  the  Oak  Bridge  sewer  has  been  tepaircd> 
and  the  effluent  made  to  discharge  on  to  a new  filter  bed. 

Fresh  connections  have  been  made  to  the  High  Sheet  sewer. 

At  Toppesfield  the  Causeway  sewer  ditch  has  been  clean  1 
out,  and  a new  cement  floor  put  in. 

In  Sible  Hedingham  five  cottages,  and  in  Toppesfield  thiee 
cottages  have  been  put  into  habitable  repair,  and  at  Great  Yeldham 
one  cottage. 

One  case  at  Sible  Hedingham  has  been  reported  and  abated. 

At  Castle  Hedingham  considerable  alterations  have  been  made 
at  the  British  School,  which  has  been  taken  over  as  a County  Council 
School.  The  boys’  offices  have  been  converted  into  earth  closets. 
The  girls’  offices  have  been  connected  with  the  sewer,  but  there  is  an 
insufficient  and  irregular  supply  of  water  for  flushing  them,  the  only 
water  supply  on  the  premises  being  rain  water  tanks  of  very  limited 
capacity. 

At  Stambourne  the  lighting  and  ventilation  of  the  school  offices 
have  been  improved. 

At  Tilbury  there  is  still  no  provision  for  earth  for  closet  pans, 
or  water  for  drinking. 

At  Sible  Hedingham  there  is  no  water  on  the  premises  for 
drinking  or  cleaning  purposes. 

AH  workshops  and  workplaces  have  been  inspected,  and  the 
sanitary  arrangements  found  satisfactory. 

At  Castle  Hedingham  three  persons,  and  at  Sible  Hedingham 
one  person,  are  engaged  in  weaving  haircloth,  but  no  list  of  these 
outworkers  has  been  received  from  their  employers. 

All  have  been  inspected  two 'or  more  times  during  the  year,  and 
all  have  been  twice  lime  whited  or  washed  down. 

New  bye  laws  for  the  regulation  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  have 
been  adopted,  and  came  into  force  in  July.  All  dairies  and  cow- 
sheds have  been  inspected,  and,  where  necessaiy,  improvements 
have  been  made. 


Slaughterhouses. 


Requirements- 


Births  and  Deaths. 


All  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and  improvements  made 
where  necessary. 

Bye  laws  for  drainage  and  for  keeping  and  slaughtering  of 
animals. 

During  the  year  117  births  (57  male  and  50  female),  have  been 
registered,  to  compare  with  105  in  1904,  131  in  1905,  and  132  in 
1906.  The  birth  rate  has  been  20.544.  Five  births  were  illegimate, 
or  4.27  per  cent.  Three  of  these  occurred  in  Sible  Hedingham,  and 
one  each  in  Castle  Hedingham  and  Toppesfield. 

The  deaths  registered  numbered  67  (27  male  and  40  female)  to 
compare  with  82  in  1904,  82  in  1905,  and  69  in  1906.  The  death 
rate  has  been  11.764,  or  corrected  by  the  addition  of  three  deaths 
in  the  Union  Workhouse  and  three  in  the  Halstead  Cottage 
Hospital  of  persons  belonging  to  this  District,  12.818. 

The  death  rate  from  zymotic  diseases  has  been  .526  The 
zymotic  case  rate  has  been  1.05. 

The  infant  mortality  was  94  per  one  thousand  births. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  was  50. 
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HAMPTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


flfoebtcal  ©fficers,  Hnnual  IRepoct. 


HAMPTON, 

MIDDLESEX, 

Jth  February,  igo8. 

Gentlemen, 

l herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1907. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — For  the  purpose  of  these  statistics  I have  estimated  the  population  of  the  district 
at  the  middle  of  1907  to  be  9,300. 

Births  and  Birth  Rate. — The  total  number  of  births  registered  in  the  district  during  the  year  was 
186 — 97  males  and  89  females — of  whom  four  were  illegitimate. 

This  is  equal  to  a birth  rate  of  20  per  thousand  of  the  population— a reduction  of  2 per  thousand 
compared  with  the  rate  for  1906,  and  is  the  lowest  birth  rate  recorded  for  this  district  during  the  past  ten 
years. 


Deaths  and  Death  Rate. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  from  all  causes 
was  99. 

This  number  includes  three  non-residents ; seven  residents  whose  deaths  took  place  in  the  Union 
Infirmary  at  Kingston ; four  residents  who  died  in  London  Hospitals  ; and  eight  residents  whose  deaths 
occurred  at  other  places  outside  the  district. 

After  correcting  these  lists  by  deducting  the  deaths  of  non-residents  occurring  within  the  district, 
and  adding  those  of  residents  who  died  outside  the  district,  this  brings  the  total  number  of  deaths  of 
persons  belonging  to  this  district  to  96  ; the  causes  of  whose  deaths,  together  with  the  ages  at  death,  are 
tabulated  below  : — 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents”  whether  occurring  in  or  beyond 

the  District. 


causes  or  jLieam. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under  1. 

1 and 
under  5. 

5 and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Whooping  Cough 

7 

3 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteritis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

I 

Phthisis 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

n 

O 

— 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  ... 

4 

2 

I 

— 

— 

I 

— 

Cancer 

1 4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

Bronchitis 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Pneumonia  ... 

S 

2 

2 

— 

— 

I 

3 

Septic  Diseases 

2 

- 

— 

— ' 

— 

♦ 1 

r 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

- 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Premature  Birth 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Accident  of  Parturition 

I 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Heart  Diseases 

TO 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

4 

& 

Accidents 

3 

1 

— 

- 

I 

I 

— 

All  other  causes 

32 

8 

— 

— 

2 

6 

16 

Totals,  all  causes 

96 

22 

7 

— 

3 

33 

3 1 

Taking  the  number  of  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  district  at  96,  in  accordance  with  the  above 
table,  this  gives  a death  rate  of  10.3  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  population. 

This  is  a slight  reduction  on  the  rate  for  1906  of  10.5  per  thousand,  and  is  J.4  per  thousand  below 
the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years. 

Thirty-nine  of  these  deaths  were  of  persons  60  years  of  age  and  upwards,  of  whom  ir  were  between 
60  and  70  ; 12  between  70  and  80  ; and  16  between  80  and  90. 


Infantile  Mortality. — Twenty  deaths  were  registered  in  the  district  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 
from  the  following  causes,  viz.  : — Whooping  Cough,  3 ; Premature  Birth,  2 ; Debility,  5 ; Injury  at 
Birth,  t;  Meningitis,  3;  Bronchitis,  2;  Pneumonia,  2;  Overlaying,  1;  Asphyxia,  1. 

This  is  equal  to  a mortality  rate  of  107.5  Per  thousand  births— an  increase  on  the  rate  for  1906, 
which  was  90.9  per  thousand  births. 

In  addition  to  the  abovfe,  two  illegitimate  infants  died  outside  the  district.  On  inquiry,  I found 
that  both  these  children  were  born  at  the  Union  Infirmary.  Their  respective  mothers  were  residents  of 
this  district  ; and  these  deaths  are  included  in  the  deaths  for  the  whole  district  in  the  table  above. 

The  only  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  the  principal  Zymotic  diseases  were  seven  deaths  from  Whooping 
Cough.  This  is  equal  to  a rate  of  0.7  per  thousand  of  the  population— a decided  improvement  on  the 
rate  of  1.2  per  thousand  for  the  previous  year. 

Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  five  deaths  from  this  cause  alone  being 
registered  in  March. 

Nine  deaths  were  the  subjects  of  Inquests  by  the  Coroner  during  the  year,  the  verdicts  of  the  Juries 
being  as  follows: — Drowning,  2 (both  non-residents);  Accidents,  3;  Natural  Causes,  4. 

Special  features  in  the  Returns  for  the  past  year  are: — (1)  The  marked  increase  in  the  number 
of  deaths  from  Cancer,  no  less  than  14  deaths  having  been  certified  as  due  to  this  disease;  (2)  the  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis;  and  (3)  the  fact  that  no  death  has  been  due  to  Diarrhoea. 

The  Council  have  made  arrangements  to  have  the  rooms  occupied  by  persons  suffering  from  Tuber- 
cular Disease  or  Cancer  disinfected  upon  the  removal  or  death  of  the  patient,  on  the  receipt  of  a request 
from  the  medical  man  in  attendance. 


Infectious  Disease. — I append  herewith  a table  showing  the  notifications  received  during  the  year 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Acts,  with  the  age  periods  of  the 
patients  : — 


Disease. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under  1. 

I and 
under  5. 

5 and 
under  15. 

15  and 
under  25. 

25  and 
under  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 

Diphtheria 

9 

— 

I 

7 

I 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever... 

9 

— 

2 

6 

— 

I 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

— - 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

13 

— 

2 

3 

7 

I 

Totals 

33 

— 

3 

16 

5 

8 

I 

Of  the  two  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  reported,  one  was  clearly  an  imported  case,  the  patient  having 
contracted  the  disease  during  a voyage  from  India ; and  the  other  one  was  traced  to  shell-fish. 

There  has  been  no  epidemic  of  any  kind  during  the  year,  the  whole  of  the  infectious  cases  reported 
having  been  sporadic  in  character ; and  the  notifications  were  spread  over  the  whole  year. 

It  has  been  unnecessary  to  close  any  of  the  Schools  in  the  district  at  any  time  during  the  year 
through  infectious  disease. 


In  comparison  with  1906,  there  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria,  not 
one  of  which  proved  fatal. 

There  was  a marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  nine  cases  only 
having  been  reported,  of  which  three  occurred  in  one  house. 

There  was  no  case  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

Rooms  which  have  been  occupied  by  persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  are  fumigated  with 
formalin  gas,  and  the  rooms  are  stripped  and  cleansed  where  necessary. 

Bedding  and  clothing  are  disinfected  in  a Steam  Disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

In  addition  to  the  disinfection  after  cases  of  notifiable  disease,  the  rooms  occupied  by  persons 
suffering  from  Phthisis  are  disinfected  after  the  death  or  removal  of  the  patient. 

Isolation  Hospital. — Nine  patients  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  four  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one 
from  Enteric  Fever  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  from  this  district  during  the  year ; and  I am 
pleased  to  report  that  no  death  occurred  from  any  of  the  notifiable  diseases. 

A Porter’s  Lodge  and  Discharging  Wards  have  been  added  to  the  Hospital  during  the  year,  and 
the  Lodge  is  occupied. 

Water  Supply. — I examined  one  sample  of  well  water,  and  found  it  polluted  and  unfit  for  use. 

I communicated  with  the  owner,  and  he  promptly  had  a supply  laid  on  from  the  public  service. 

The  Grand  Junction  section  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  supply  the  whole  of  this  district  on 
the  constant  service  system  ; and  the  supply  has  been  well  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

The  Metropolitan  Water  Board  draw  a large  quantity  of  their  supply  from  the  River  Thames  at 
Hampton,  and  have  a number  of  their  pumping  stations  here. 

There  has  been  no  necessity  to  serve  any  notice  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  from  black  smoke 
from  the  shafts  of  these  works,  and  I trust  that  such  a proceeding  will  not  be  necessary  in  the  future. 

Trade  Premises. — The  various  trade  premises,  comprising  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Slaughter-houses, 
and  the  Soap  Works,  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year  by  myself  and  the  Inspector,  and 
in  a number  of  instances  we  found  it  necessary  to  require  works  of  cleansing  to  be  done.  These  matters 
were  promptly  attended  to. 

One  dilapidated  wooden  Slaughter-house  has  been  pulled  down,  and  a new  brick  Slaughter-house 
has  been  erected  in  its  place. 

There  are  three  Cowkeepers  in  the  district,  who  keep  a total  of  102  cows  in  milk. 

The  supply  of  pure  milk  is  a matter  of  the  greatest  importance  to  all,  especially  to  young  children, 
who  depend  almost  entirely  upon  it  for  their  food  supply  ; and  I cannot  urge  too  strongly  upon  Cow- 
keepers  and  Milksellers  the  necessity  for  the  highest  possible  degree  of  cleanliness  in  the  milking  of 
cattle  and  the  utensils  used  for  the  distribution  of  milk. 

As  I have  previously  recommended  in  other  reports,  I would  also  advise  parents  and  others  having 
the  charge  of  young  children  to  boil  all  milk  before  it  is  consumed. 

Dwelling-houses.— A large  number  of  houses  have  been  inspected  during  the  year — some  being 
house-to-house  inspections — and  works  of  cleansing  and  other  measures  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances 
have  been  carried  out. 

Three  houses  have  been  closed  by  the  owners  as  unfit  for  habitation  on  the  receipt  of  notices  from 
the  Council  to  remedy  sanitary  defects,  and  they  will  not  again  be  occupied. 

There  was  only  one  case  of  overcrowding,  which  was  remedied  immediately  after  notice. 

The  majority  of  houses  in  the  district — 96  per  cent. — are  now  connected  with  the  public  sewer ; and 
a further  number  of  drains  have  been  reconstructed  and  connected  during  the  year. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  proceedings  before  the  Justices. 
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Building  operations  are  still  continuing,  and  a fairly  large  number  of  new  houses  have  been  erected 
in  various  parts  of  the  district.  Plans  for  80  new  houses  have  been  passed  by  the  Council  in  1907. 

Dust  Removal  and  Scavenging. — This  work  has  been  satisfactorily  performed.  There  is  a weekly 
collection  of  house  refuse  throughout  the  district,  which  is  efficiently  done  by  the  Council’s  own  staff. 

The  house  refuse  is  still  disposed  of  by  tipping  into  disused  and  worked-out  gravel  pits  in  various 
parts  of  the  district. 

In  my  opinion  this  is  a most  unsatisfactory  method  of  disposal ; and  the  stench  arising  from  the 
deposits  has  been  the  cause  of  complaint. 

This  method  of  disposal  must  soon  be  abandoned,  owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  pits  to  dwelling- 
houses  in  course  of  erection  ; and  it  will  be  incumbent  upon  the  Council  to  erect  a Destructor  at  no 
distant  date  to  efficiently  deal  with  the  continually  increasing  quantity  of  refuse. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. — The  retail  Bakehouses,  Laundries,  and  Workshops  in  the 
district  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  by  myself  and  the  Inspector ; and  a register  is  kept  of  these 
premises,  as  required  by  section  131  of  the  Act. 

There  were  32  premises  on  the  register  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  Ten  new  ones  have  been 
added  during  the  year,  and  five  have  ceased  to  be  occupied  as  workshops,  leaving  37  premises  on  the 
register  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  lists  of  Outworkers  have  been  obtained  from  employers  giving  out  work  (in  each  instance  the 
making  of  wearing  apparel) ; and  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  Outworkers  outside  the  district  have 
been  forwarded  to  the  Authority  in  whose  district  they  resided. 

One  Outworker’s  residence  in  the  district  has  been  inspected. 

Six  bakehouses  have  been  cleansed  and  limewashed  ; and  six  workrooms  were  whitewashed  and 
cleansed. 

One  workshop  has  been  entirely  re-drained,  and  a new  sanitary  convenience  provided  for  the 
employees. 

One  workshop  was  repaired  ; and  a number  of  nuisances  arising  from  drains  and  sanitary  con- 
veniences have  been  remedied. 

Two  notices  were  sent  to  the  Factory  Inspector  relating  to  failures  to  keep  Abstracts  of  the  Act 
affixed  in  workshops. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  nuisance  caused  by  the  discharge  of  waste  chemical  matters  from 
a factory  at  Hampton  Hill  into  the  storm  water  sewers  has  been  effectually  abated. 

I enclose  the  Returns  for  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  Home  Office,  and  the  County  Council ; 
and  the  list  of  sanitary  work  carried  out  by  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

This,  Gentlemen,  concludes  my  Annual  Report,  which  I think  is  a satisfactory  one,  for  we  have  to 
record  a further  reduction  in  the  death  rate ; a reduction  in  the  Zymotic  rate  j and  a decrease  in  the 
number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease. 

In  conclusion,  I have  again  great  pleasure  in  recording  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  willing  and  able- 
assistance  I have  always  received  from  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Mr.  A.  Shail,  in  carrying  out  my 
duties  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WENTWORTH  TYNDALE. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members 

of  the  Hampton  Zhban  District  Council. 


